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The Genesis of EM Algorithm: From Biology to Statistics
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ABSTRACT

The EM Algorithm proposed by Demoster, Laird and Rubin (1977) was motivated by
the problem of estimation of allele frequencies from blood group data. In this talk, I shall dis-
cuss the genetic background and the statistical framework of this problem. I shall also discuss
the use of the EM Algorithm in estimating parameters in other set-ups where there are

"missing" data.



